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|SERMON{| 


wad al My ? -” ks Mad ond Kat * 


Preach'd to the 


[[Pzoteſtants of Jreland,] 
| In-and abour the - 
CITY of LOND9N, 8 


| AT 17 
1$t. Mary le Bow in Cheapſide, Offob. 23. 1689. | \ 


þ. BEING li 

| | The Day appointed by Act of Parliament in holand, | 

> ' For an + 
Anniverſary Thankſgiving | 7 

b A . om the Ie 5 _ + 


| [Deliverance of the Proteſtants of that Kinp-| 
| dom, from the bloudy Maſſacre and Rebellion | 
| begun by. the Iri/b Papifts, on the 23d of Oae-| : 
ber, 1641. Þ 
By His Grace the Archbiſhop of 7 UA M. 
LONDON, ” 


| [Printed for Robert Clavel, at the Peacock in St. Paul's-| | \ 
Church-yard. 168g. 3 ' 
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Bowels of many #bat are ready to periſh ; 
and while we. ſb freely reap of ber Tem: 
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oh C araFer of the Good Man, who, 
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" A Sermon Preached to 


both hath, anil deth,and we traſt will ftill deliver us from 
thoſe unreaſonable men,who have twice, in the memory 
of many Foe living,and of ſome that hear me,ſhewn their 
irreconcilable hatred, both of our wr our _ 
on; 1n Ou. Plundering , Murthering,and | 
ſuch as liv'd Peaccably, Nigtbourly and nd Heitably To 
them; and.all this for no other Reaſon, but oaks 

the way which they call Herefie, We worſhip the God 
tres d - or, becauſe we adhere ſo' _ to ret 
O this-Kingdom, from | whonT we our 
Langiage,arid Our Catechifm ;” whoſe 'Bloiid 'is in our 
Veins, whoſe Speethi isih our Motiths, and whoſe F ; x 


and.Worſhip is in;ourtHearts ; kindngs 
coft them fo =) tefend and $oy relieve Ra for 


whoſe preſervation they are ſtill Ne A's to ſpe nd, and to 
be ſpent, ngt only in Eleemoſyn harities, but Na- 


tional Afſiſtgnces,is the, publick Shrleof Lie ned Heday 


for our ration, 

* Andon this "account gh Gidte! obs þ fam 
that of the Fews, repreſented + in” this* RN hit the 
Text may not ſeem well choſen; for we do nat fig the 
Lord's Song tn a rſtrante” "Lind robuo Mite | 
but-not Captives white: 
Captives, though: not Exites. menos vita ny 
taunting of reviling! Speeches The. Stngs of Sion areinat 
matter of profane Mirthand Drollery;but of. Devotion ; 
and we-are ericouragd,''and bono þ9ra ilk ame 


_ Preſence oyeder Yurhott | {our City, which 
is come hitherto mipnitie withing1n:theGr- 


Ictration of the days'vf our Purimand'to praife-rin _ 
4a- 


our-Deliverance front that bloudy.Mafl 
painſf 47; and with” cruel: artd; barbarrais EirmRan- 
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A Day,. never $0 be forgotten, being turn'd 
from forrow to joy, and from mourning into a great 
Day of Feaſting, and ſending Portions to one ano= © 
ther, and Gifts to the poor, Eft. 9. 22. A Day, 
which by. Gods Providence, turned the evil upon 
the Contrivers, ſo that Zaman and his Sons were 
| hang d upon the' Gaows ſer up for Mordecai. 
.A Day, appointed (as the Fifth of November 
here, for the Guu-powder Conſpiracy) by Ad of 
Parliament there, with ſpecial Offices and Pray- 
ers for the Service, that it may be remembred and 
| kept throughout every Generation, that the Memori- 
al of it, ſhould not periſh from our Seed. But 
2 Day now deſecrated and profaned, and the. 
AQ whereby it was appointed, repeald by thoſe, 
.who inſtead of building, pull down -the Tombs 
of the Prophets they ſlew, as if they - either de- 
nied the fact, or approved the doing it ; the firſt 
of which, they may do, with as much truth, as 
the latter with juſtice ; but for whatever Reaſons 
it is, that- they have taken off this Record and 
Monument of their Rebellion, - it is notwithſtan- 
ding written in a Book, where nothing but Re- 
pentance,through his Blood,that ſpeaks better things, 
can Wipe it out,.and which I heartily pray God 
to grant them. ' Since without that, 'in vain do 
they waſh cheir hands like P/are, from the Blood of 
the Innocent; in vain, do they protelt againlt the. 
Fa, fo Notorious, fo Infamous to the World. 

For, O thou' Enemy, tho' thou now . Writeſt after 
the firſt Copy, as: Draco did his Laws in Bloed, 
tho' like 'the great Ahaddon, thou burneſt Coun- 
tries, and . de#troyeſt Cities, aud. their Memorials 
may perifh with them... Tet the Lord. (hal _"_ 

| .B or 


10 A. Sermon Preach'd to 
for ever, he hath prepared his Thronefor Fudg menz. 
WWhen he maketh Inquiſition for Blood, he will remem- 
ber thew that hed it, and not forget the cry of 
the bumble. Pal. 9. 647, 12.. God will not always 
ſit as an unconcern'd Spectator, for he ſeeth that 
His Day is coming, and he. will arife and have 
mercy upon $70», when the ſet time is come. 

The Pſalmiſt, here ſeems like a man broken 
out of a Cloud, that had paſt the Pikes of many 
difficulties ; that after a long Siege,& many Storms, 
being ſcarce able to reſiſt another Aſſault, by the 
Evidence of things not ſeen, diſcovers a ſeaſon- 
able ſuccour approaching for his Relief: Where we 
may obſerve his Sexe and his Fa#th. 

1. His Senſe of his preſent Condition, ſet forth 
with great variety and Life of Expreſſion, he 
dreſſes himſelf with all the Metaphors of ſorrow, 
and ſharp reſentment, borrowing ſimilitudes from 
ſich things, as beſt expreſs a very melancholy 
and hopeleſs Eſtate, from the burnt. Hearth, and 
the vaniſhing Smoak, and withered Graſs ; from the 
Inhabitants of Retirement, and deſolate Places; 

the Pelican 4 the Wilderneſs, the Owl in the De- 
ſart, and the ſolitary Sparrow on the tops of Houſes. 
He ſees none, but Enemies wagging their Heads, 
ſcorning and reproaching him ; enraged even 
to fury and madneſs, and {worn to his Deſtru- 
_ Rion, upbraiding him with his ſufferings, and 

the caule, for which he ſuffered ; ſo thar he ſtands 
like the Church, bewailing her ſelf in the La- 
mentations x. 12, of which there is too lively a 
Copy in our Country at this tinie ; 1s 2? nothing 
zo you, all ye who paſs by , behold and ſee, if there 
be any ſorrow, like unto my ſorrow, wherewith the 


C Lord 


| 
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Lord hath afflifted me, in the Day. of his fierce an- 
ger > And this was the very ſting of his affliction, 


. he complains not ſo much of what he felt, as he 


grieved that God was diſpleaſed. .7 have eater 
Aſhes like Bread,and mingled my Drink with weeping, 
becauſe of thine Indignation and thy Wrath,as a Child 
that receives Correction kindly, fears not ſo much 
the puniſhment, as his Fathers anger ; weeps not 
ſo much for the ſmart of the Rod, as he melts 
for grieving, & tender and indulgent Parent.” Such 
was the Condition of the Pſalmiſt, and his deep 
Senſe of it : But where Senſe fails and leaves us 
deſtitute, Grace comes in as a preſent help, which 
we may next conſider. 

2. The Triumph of his Faith, For if Nature will 
return into the boſome of our Earthly offended 
Parents, Grace and Compaſſion will more freely 
and fully low from the Bowels of the Heavenly 
and Eternal Father. 7 know that my Redeemer liveth, 
faith Fob ; and thou ſhalt endure for ever, ſaith the 
Pfalmiſt; thou art an Eternal Spring of Life and 
Comfort, and tho* my days are like a ſhadow that 
declineth, yet in thy Light, I ſhall ſee Light. For 
thou ſhalt ariſe, &c. I 

That then which arifes from the Text for our 
InſtruQtion ; its, | 

I. That tho' God may ſuffer his Church and Peo- 
ple to be ſometimes in a ſuffering and low Eſtate, yet 
he will in the beſt and fitteſt time, relieve and re- 
ſtore her. | 
- 2. That the belief of, and dependance on his Pro- 
vidence,is in all ſuch afflictions, the greateſt Joy and 
Comfort. 


za 


V2 A Sermon Preach d-to 
The Firſt of theſe has two. things to be: conki 
gered in it: The Aflition and the Deliverance. 
x. The Church and People of God may be, and 
often are in a low and calamitous Condition. That 
outward Splendor, and worldly Pomp, ſhould be a 
- note of the True Church, ſeems a Solecifm in the 


Faith of thoſe that belteve_in a Crucified Saviour. © 


*Tis the Doctrine of the 4/corarn, and pgilibly it will 
not long be ſo, but it is not of the Bzble; it might be 
the Faith of Porphyry Gt Ce{ſus,& the Enemies of the 
Croſs, but we have not ſo-learned. Chriſt, who know 
the. Captain of our Salvation was Conſecrated by 
ſuffering : And did they of the Roman Church re: 
member from whence they are fallen, they would 
change their Note,for if that Church was true,when 
ſo Famous for her Martyrs-and Confeſſors, the Splen- 
dor of the preſent; is no certain Mark of her being 
ſo. Their outward State ſeems as different as their 
inward Faith, or their Manners : Let that Church, 
that has not. ſuffered, ſtand, forth, that we may ſee 
her climbalone into Heaven,. let her caſt ſtones at 
thoſe Churches thathave,that She may even thence, 
be convinc'd. of ſin, ſince all that will. Live Godly, 
have, or ſhall ſafer Perſecution ; being thereunto 
- appointed; as Exerciſes of their Graces, Trials: of 
_ Faith and Patience, Sincerity and Love to God, 
Chaſtiſements for her Failings, Medicines for her In- 
firmities, and Means and Inſtruments. of her Tri- - 
umph. No. priviledge can. ſecure thoſe that fin, 
_ from ſuffering, if God has not wholly caſt them off 
as ineorrigible ; being Abrahams Seed; and the 7em. - 
ple.of the Lord; being Yjcars of Chriſt, , and Succe/- 
fers of his Apoſtles, will rather aggravate both the 
ſin and punithment of them that are ſo, or call 

| theims 
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themſelves ſo, when they are not ; nor- would this 
ſeem ſtrange, 'if we cagider the Churches ſins, or 
the advantages of affliction, how juſt the Puniſh- 
ment, how fanative the Medicine. _ . | 
I. Her Sins, are more provoking than others, and 
refle& grearer Diſhonour upon God and His Go- 
vernment, and pre{idency in his Church, as if- he 
were the Patron-of Sin, or Reſpeter of Perſons, al- 
lowing that in her, that He. puniſhes... in: others 2 
Her Sins are againſt more Light and:clear -Con- 
viction, and he that zeacheth man Knowledge, ſhall 
not he puniſh» . They are Aftronts-of greater 
Love, and Grace, and ' Violations of the expreſs 
Covenant, by which they © become his People : 
And therefore, the. nearer.'any. draw to him, the 
more ſeverely will he corre& them." Tow only 
have I known, ſaith the Lord, Amos 3. 2. -Of all 
the Nations of the Earth; therefore 'will I paniſb 
you for all' your Tuiquities.” Judgment ſhall begin 
at his own 'Houſe; that being: Ohaftned of the 
Eord, it may not be 'condemn'd' with the World. . 
Which leads you to Conſider, _ 
2. The Advantages . the: Church may receive 
by Her Aftlicions.: 'T ſhall name bur a: few of 
many. Av, Wi) Yen | = 
1, Affliction 415 a great: Inſtrument-in'the Re- 
formation of our Morals, and” 'tis a-great - Help 
to Devotion. 'When he flew them, then they ſought 
him, and turn dearly; and \ enquir d' after God.” It 
humbles men -under-the mighty Hand . of God. . 
When thy Judgments are: inthe. World, the: In- 
babitauts of the Farth will” learn» Righteouſneſs. 
It opens the Eyes, and' calls forgorten*Sins to 
Remembrance. - Itembitcers ant." 
(121: : ang, 


14 4 Sermon Preach'd to 
ſing fad Refletions on the Fuel their Sins have 
brought to the common Hgre, how far they have 
join'd in the Natzenal Sins, and contributed to the 
National Judgments. 

2. Affliction in the ſame common Cauſe, diſ- 
poſes men to mutual Compaſſtons. It ſweetens 
the bitterneſs of Zeal and Livor. It makes us 
ſt a greater Value on Charity, and eſtecem it a 
more excellent Way, than Parts, or Gifts, or No- 
tional, or meer Ritual Religion. It lets men ſe 
the Folly. and Miichief of Contending about Opi- 
ions,that may be,or may not be aſſented to, without 
Prejudice to the Faith, or about things that may 
be:, or not be done, without Prejudice to the 
Unity of ' the Church. That we muſt hear one 
- anothers Burdens, and remit even of our Rights for 
' Peace fake. That. as on the one fide, the Church 
ſhould not-make too much Uſe of that Power, 
which undoubtedly She - has, of determining the 
Circumſtances of Worſhip. On the other, Her 
Children muſt not uſe the Liberty , which-un- 
dogbtedly they . have in the - Common Charter of 
Chriſtianity, to cloak their Diſobedience to ſuch 
By - Laws,. as are. thought expedient by Gover- 
nours in the FellowſhipSr Communion, of which 
they are, or by the Lot of. Providence, ought to be 
Members:: That fo, both may- meer 'in that 
Temper, that may heal the Schi/m, and-unite all 
that. agree in the -Common Faith eſpecially, ſo 
entirely , that by Her Beauty ,and Order... the 
Church may. become Terrible as--an Army with 
Banners. This is a Duty, Which 'our late com- 
mon Danger ſadly convinc'd moſt Men to be ve- 
ry-neceſlary, and as there is no doubt of the Fa- 

, therly 
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therly Condeſcendings, and - Indulgence of one 
ſide, ſo it is to be hop'd, the other will not re- 
move further, and rife higher, or be like froward _ 
' Children, whom nothing will pleaſe, but the Rule 
and Government of the Family in their own way. 
And ſince we ow'd our Diſpoſitions #0 Peate, to 
our Afﬀlictions, let us have a Care, if we'fo ſoon 
forget the Leſflon we had almoſt learn'd, «that we 
provoke not God's Judgments, to teach us it again, 
by the ſame Diſcipline; and let all ſee,to our thame, 
that Proteſtants will be no longer quiet,”than the 
Rod is on their Backs: That while the Storm 
blows, or the Roman Eagle is in the Air, the Chick- 
ens will flelfſco the Covert, and take SanQuary 
in that Church, which, as the Xizg'in His late Gra- 
tious Speech, as truly as gratioufly Taith, 7s oxe of the 
greateſt Supports of the Proteſtant Religion in general, 
and which would,to juſtifie His Royal Word; as well 
as for other Reaſons, gather all the Parts of it under 
her Wings, as a Hen doth her Chickens, but they would 
zot ; But as ſoon as the Sun ſhines, and:the Bird. of 
Prey is remoy'd, too many begin again to ſcatter and 
divide, and quarrel, as if they would pick out their 
Mothers Eyes, and then one azothers._ But if nothing, 
but Affliction, will make us in Love with Peace,and 
with one another, for my part, I think it ſo great 
a Duty, ſo much a greater Bleſſing, than any out- 
ward Enjoyments, that I ſhall call for it, and pray 
for it. Welcome Aflidtion, and welcome Perſecu- 
tion; nay, which I thought I ſhould never fay, 
welcome eyen -Popery, that will »fa/bly. bring 
both; but welcome as a per, only becauſe it 
brings with it, an A»tidote for its own Fenome 
3. As the Churches Sufftrings. diſpoles Men 
tO- 


16 .. 4A Sermon Preach'd to 

to Charity, and to defpiſe thoſe ſmall things; in 
which they differ'd, ſo .it is.an- Occaſion of ſer- 
tling, and rooting their Faith deeper in thoſe Ar- 
ticles,..in which they agreed, and {trengthens their 
Reſolution of continuing 1n 1t : For as it-is natural 
to enquire, when we ſuffer, whether the Faith be 
worth the earneſt Contending for ; they then difcern 
a New Light ſhining upon it, and opening their 
Underſtandings; diſcover many. New Arguments, 
and more Force in the 0/4; and-thoſe Dodctrines ap- 
prove themſelves to their Judgments, which before 
they took much on 7Traditzozary Truſt; ſd that they 
value their Religion, and thoſe that teach it, much 
more, than before; and diſcern are Errours, 
and more Capital Ones -in their Adverfaries. 
They -did not think either their Superitition ; or 
the Men, half ſo bad. They did not think their 
Worſhip was ſo foppiſh and impure, till they ſaw 
it with their Eyes ; what ſap/eſs Prayers, and how 
ill direted, they ufed, in Compariſon of their 
own rational and edifying Service, dedicated to 
God alone. How little they. were to be truſted 
in expounding_. o/cure Texts, that obſcur'd the 
plain, and ſelf-evident, they did not till then dif- 
cern. . They ſaw. not at firſt, the :7yranny over 
Conſcience, deſign'd to:be brought in,-under the 

Pretence of Liberty. They were-almoſt madetto 
believe the Paris Maſſacre was a Fable, by thoſe 
that affirm'd there -was no- Dragoon Reformation 
in France. That the, Ganpowder Conſpiracy. was a 

Proteſtant Plot ; .that the: Murders in /rcland were 

committed by. the Proteſtants upon themſelves. 
They were almoſt. perfwaded of their. great Mo- ' 

deration in the Uſe:Of Power, till by the gnaſbing 
| | W. 
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"of their Teeth, they. ſaw .their- Grinders ; and that they, 
intended. to. eat up 'this Church, as they eat Bread, while 
in-the- Language of the railing Meſſenger from Babylon, 
they threatned to make it feed upon its own Dung. Since 
therefore it is good for us to be afflicted, ſince it is juſt 
- ſhould be ſo, let us not wender, if any time it is 
ſo. 
1, Let vs not think ſtrange of the Fiery Trial, as if 
ſome ſtrange Thing happened to us, nor charge . God 
fooliſhly, but rejoice in as much as we are Partakers of 
Chriſt's Sufferings, 1 Pet. 4.12. = 

2; Let none add Affliction to the Miſerable, by cenſu- 
'ring thoſe as greater Sinners, that are greater Sufferers 
than themſelves: Leſt in ſaying ſo, they. condemn the Ge- 
neration of God's Childres. This was the miſtaken Rule 
of Job's Friends, by which they condemned him of .Hy- 
pocriſy.” This was a falle Meaſure under the 'Law, 
tho it promiſed external Bleſſings; as is affiirm'd by 
David, Pſal. 37. and Aſaph. 73. Much more under the 
Goſpe], where our: Saviour has ruPd -the Caſe expreſly, 
and to our Point. Luke 13. 2. Suppoſe ye, that thoſe Ga- 
lileans,, whoſe*Blood Pilate mingled with their Sacrifices, 
were Sinners: above all, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch Things, 
4 tell you, nay-; but except ye repent, - ye ſhall all. ikewiſe 
geriſh. But .if . any ſhall be ſo ſevere upon their” Bre- 
tbren, let us take ſhame with, and 'as part of our Pu- 
niſhment, . not + returning: the, Crimination , but ſaying 
with David, Pſal. 141.5. -Let the Righteous [mite me, 
it ſhall be a Kjndneſs; and let him reprove me, it ſhall 
be anexcellent Oil, which ſhall not breake my Head : for 
ME Prayer ſball be in their Calamities ;. and in their 
Proſperity ;too.:. That. that Judgment begun among us, 
may ..never paſs over to this excelent Church,” but that 
1t may be ſtill a Refuge for the Oppreſled in the Te | 


k. 73 
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of Trouble; as in the Mont of the Lord, in Which 


S$4lvitivs is to be th. And that God would places Ram 
ot in the Thicket, a Raſonable Relief in every 
tres. | 
Which brings tne from the Aridon, to the Delive. 
Farce, Which is - 


The Second part of the Propoſitien I offet'd you. 
That God will in his appointed #nl moſt feaſondbie 
Tim, deliver his Church out of her Afflitfions. Thou 
ſhalt ariſe, and have Mercy upors Sion, for the 
Titre, &c 


- Where the PAltnift conſiders wo Things. 


Firſt, The Deliverance it ſelf. 
Secondly, The Seaſon and nexr Approach of it. Set-Timi 


i COMMEC- 


Firft, The Deliverance. Thos ſore ariſe and þ 

Mercy. By arifing, i tneant beſtizring tain 

and Zaibe __ A £5 eat Aftion, it is Loves to Do 
reat purpoſe. Le: "Gs [arife,] and bet bis Enrvies be 


exttered. 1 will {atife,] avtd fet him at Safety. Artiſt 


and have Mercy. Tis all Mercy, Spritg and Stream, \ 

Promiſe and Reward, no Merit of ours. No Wott' is 
fo fulſom ih a Crearutts Mouth. There is Mercy #1 pre» 
ferving the Church, the Childfen in the Fire, arid Daniel 


in the Dei. "Tx of thy Mercy whe 'are WO} conſumed. "But | 
> ercy, is it delivering out of it; and "is the 


s Mercy. There were,godd Advotates for the Chirch, 
rookdary Daziel and Ez#a; and C -” r was a Gracious 
Prince, but He was but the Lvtd's epheard, 'hewas but 
his Servant, I/a. 44. 28. Whife Heart the Lvrd Pirred uh 


Exzr8 
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| - Lars 1. 7. for this -great Work. And therefore the Pſal- 


miſt expe&s nat the . Deliverance from | him, but God, ta 
whom Mercy-and Salvation:properly belkngs. « © 

We may here conſider two Grounds of the Pealmiſt's 
Faith: The Mexcifulweſs of God's Nature j ard his Pro- 
wiſe General or Particu i 

1, The Mercifulneſs of the Divine Nature. *Tis the 
Prime Attribute. - God in Works of Mercy, - is in -his 
own Place, his Threze, his Glary, his Dalight, *Tis 
the moſt amiable and adorable Perfe&ion. The Crown 
of his Majeſty, Nuls fine bonitate Mejeſtas. The Ground 
of the Creatures Worſhip, Repentance and: Confidgnce., 
His Immenſity, Ommnipotence, Power and Juſtice, are full 
of -Smoak and. Fire, too big ta be conceived, too tre- 
mendous to be thought on, divided from: his Mercy ; * 
we think of them with Confuſion and: Amazement, a 
can no'- more -come near them, than to the burning 
Mount. They may be for us, but they may be, .and 


_often are. againft us; but Mercy is: ever on the' Sinners 


fide, 2 Friend to Miſery and Trouble. With: what Tz+ 
Jaftice to God, and Diſcouragement to Creatures; do ſome 
Men repreſent him? as if. he were the Deftrozer, not 
the Preſerver of Men ; as if he waited for Advantages 
inſt us, © inſtead-of ' waiting to be. Gracious: ta us. 
nder. the Shadow of. this Asrribate every diſtrefſed Crea- 


ture. ſeeks. for - Shelter, by a rational Direftian. The 


Nizivites, Strangers to Revealed Religion, fled toit;-and 


found Safety under its Wings, tho the Time, yea the 


Set-Time was: appointed for their Deftruſtion, and there- 


 fore:there is more hope for-Sjox, even upon: this Ground. 


But there is more yet : For, 


2, The Pſalmiſt's Confidence was not built only on this 
General Foundation, but on God's Fidelity, his Juſtice to 


-his Word and Promiſe. . 


C 2 | 1. There 
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| Iz "There are the General. Promiſes of: Mercy to peni: 
tent. Sinners interſ{perſt-throughout the Bible, which it-were 
endleſs towenumerate ;.: by. which it becomes as. juſt with 
| him to pardon Sin repented:of,- as to. puniſh. it, «when it 
is not. The Mercifulzeſs of his. Nature 'moves him'to 
make ſuch Promiſes ; .his Ver achiena Fuſtice to keep them, 
What- a beating is there.-in his Heart, what a Struggle, 
when: the Sins of his .People force him to his ſtrange 
AQ? Alſ,"x 1. 8: How: ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? how 
ſhall.” T- deliver. thee, Uracl ? vis. to the Aſſyriens, their 
Enemies-:: My. Heart. s turned within me, my Repentings 
are: kindled- together. But this Ephraim no ſooner be- 
moans-. humſelt, but God's Bowels yearn over him. 7: 
Ephraim my dear Son? s he a pleaſent Child? for ſince 1 
[pake- againſt him, I do earneſtly remember: him ſtill, there- 
ore my Bowels are troubled for him. Here's the Merci- 
fulneſs of his Nature. . [will ſurely have Mercy apon him 
ſaith the Lord, there's his Promiſe. to back it, Jer. 31. 20, 
And in the midſt of all his. Judgments he till remem- 
bers Mercy.” God- had often:. threatned:-the-: Fews; even 
to. Captivity, and Deſolation . of their Country, that 
they ſhould ' pine away: ix:: their: own and their Fathers 
TIniquities;. but yet, when 05 pn .Heart ſhould 
be humbled, and: they ſhould accept .of the Puniſhment 
of-their.: Iniquity, . he. promiſes to remember his Cove 
x8xt, and not caſt them-away, neither abhor them to 
deftroy: them . «tterly ; . For» I am _ the Lord thy. God, 
Lpv.26. 39>: ee: | - | | 
But. the Pſalmiſt. had not-only in; his Faith a-general 
View.. of 'the, Promiſes, but ſeems to. fix, his Eye .upon 
ſane. ſpecial Period, when he ventures to tell God, that 
the Time of: Favour, . yea,:.the: Set-Time is' come; . which 
was. the: laſt zand.-perciſe Grourd- of: his . Fajth+1n the 
Quurches. DeBiverance.... His Faith . was. not left..at ran- 


Platmiſt's Countenance.. . We ſhall diſcern and 
more ſenſibly, it. we. conſider a little, their. Conditjon, in : 
a: few:Branches. | AS, 1 7 Re 
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dom, to gueſs by uncertain Signs and Prognofticks, the 
Time of the Accompliſhment, but-was. led. to it .by. a 


clue of ſpecial Determination. of Seventy Years, to which 
. God had limited the Time of their . Captivity; and 
2 


which being recorded, Jer. 25.12, 2,Chron. 36: 21, 22. 
Daniel was inſtructed thereby to underſtand, that Ge 
would..in that Time -dccompliſh the Deſolations of Je- 
ruſalem, Dan. 9. 2. * At which. Time accordingly, the 
Spirit of Cyrus Was, to the wonder. of the Wold, mo- 


' ved by him, who has: the. Hearts, of Kings in-his Hand, 


to fultil what 'had been ſo long before propheſied of 


him... 


' So that having brought the. Plalmiſt juſt te.the Brink - 
of the:Deliverance, this may bring .to. yous remembrance - 
the ſecond Point propos'd :. | | 


Prop. IT. 
That the belief of, and: Dependence: upon God's Providence - 


over his Church,” i ite all Afflictions the. greateſt. Joy | 
and: Cons oo 19h, ;4 


þ 


"The very thoughts of this, put a.new Air pon the. 
cel. this. - 


' 1, Their great fſollicitude' on account of their Friends -. 


. ft: behind -in their Country. - We" find: Nehemiah: very 

; anxiqus - in this: Poiat,*:; Nebew. 1.3, 4- And when he : 
heard of  theip' great - Afliion..and . Reproach, he fell. a 
. weeping : He ſtarv'd;with them; in Priſons, - and” pin'd | 
with them in Rocks: iand . Holes. of the .Earth..:. He: : 
 htard.the Lamentsrions. in Roma, and. Jaw. Recheb-weep-" 


Wg.; 


- 


ing for her Children, and refuſing Comfort, Fer. 31. Is, 
becauſe they were not. fg; | 
2: The Concernmegt was greater - for the Walls of 


altos broken down; and the burning the Gates 


er 
Jos Fire, This ſharpned his Sorrow, and accented his 
Groans: 'The ſupreme Paſſion zwas on the account of 
Religion; fo that- they often hnng up their Harps; and 
fet TathEhres 'to- weep by the Waters of Babylon, in 


the remembrance” of Sion, where they received. many - 


Provocitions, though they recommended themfelves to 
Favour, - by all peaceable' Demeanour - and Prayer - for the 
* Government. . For fo the Prophet exhorted, Fer. 29. 9. 

Stek ye the Peace of the City, and prej to the Lord for 
it; for it the Peace thereof xe ſhall" find Peace'; Prote- 
Qtion being the Ground of both. And if. for the Peace 
of Babylon and their Enemies 3 ſurely they would do fo, 
without a Monitor, for'a Nurfing Father and Mother of 
their own Religion ! But yet for all this, they endur'd 
many Inſdlencies, ſuch eſpecially as touch- a Religious 


Sout inthe very” Apple of his Eye; foffing -at their - 


Religion, Sing ws one of the Songs of Siow; and, where 
is now thy God? which went like a Sword into the Bones 


Ly 
F 


_ - 


of David, Pat. 42. 10. | | 
3. A, burning earneft expeQtation of thoſe poor Crea- 
tures; for the Glorious Redemption, arid: panting after 
the Solemnities of their Worſhip, as the Hart after the 
-Water-brooks, with the utmoſt vehetnence and impa- 
tence... | . 

Tf, How. joyful now muft we' imagine ſuch Men, 
when they fee ' the happy Minute at the Door, and 
the” Prophefies'Freming tothe &ecompliſhment, 'in which 
they 'behoſd* Tuch faithfulneſs in God to his Word! 
and: how entirely 'does the fulfilling of 'one, make them 
tafte in all' other Promiſes! -How do they adore _ 
| wile 


* 
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wife and over-ruling 'Providence ,. that appoints! the 
Times and the Seaſons, and loſes no opportunity ; .that 
Atetts dll the Turns. and Viciffitudes of Affairs 1: How 
& they wonder at the Conſpiration of ſecond [Cauſes 
al working together, and. moral Agents\ moving inahe 
uſe vf "their own Liberty," and yet cartied ion by x decree 
Byafs, to'bring abont the Great Po of Divine Wildoin ; 
fo that it i»fellibly and yet freely comes: to. paſs. How 
theſe Things are reconcilable, whentthey thought ta know, 
it may be tot paitiful 'for them ! *But-we ſee the Serokes 
and Intereft of Providence! in the Revolutions of : the 


World, and are fenſibk of our own freedom. And how- 


ever hard it is to comprehend, it is very'comfortableto be- 
lieve, and deliphrful to obſerve theſe Things. 


2, Bur again, as they 'tejoice in the Taye, ſo they do- 


inthe Effet. Their, Union' with -eneanother, as:jn che 
fatne Society, increaſes their Joy. mutually ;''every [Man 
rejoices not only for htimFRelF, but for bis Brother, and forthe. 
Community of the Church. "There are ſeveral Unions.and 
Cortbinations among Men;. but Rel40n has-its: Name. for 
nothing, if it does not' rye Men 'iri the Ririfteſt Bondsto 
God- and one another. There is a natural Unity in-Hu- 


manity, 'a_ Political, a Matrimonialp an Uniry mn Blood, 


und in Friendſhip ; but above all; and which 1 wiſh: were 
in'you all, thereis the Uniry of #he Sprece, a0 the Conmmu- 
non. of Saints ; "all other Societies: are''bur- Corporations, 
this is a "Confederarron of Seals. Such are Brethren, \be- 
otten of the ſame: immortal Seed by -the ſame Father, 
ofh bf rhe ſame Mother, Jertſalem. from above, the! DMo- 
ther of is all, Fellow-Citrzens, : "Travellers to- theoſame 


Country, and Heirs of the fame Promiſes, £ph.'4.4v. If - 


then the Relition'be fo near, buile 6n fuck! Foundations, the 


' Endearmenits nut be very tender, and the Joy mutual; 


and therefore to fee Feraſukem in -Profperity all the days of 
; ones 


L.. 
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ones Life, and Peace upon Iſrael, are-«fteemed, great Bleſ. 


* ſings, P/al. 128. 4, 5. and'the Plalmiſt-delires. no greater, 
P/al. 106. 5. than to ſee the goed of thy Choſen, rejuice in 


the Gladneſs of thy.Nation,. and glory with thy Inheritance. 
Fr*is this mutual.Complacency, that makes..it {o good and 


pleaſant a thing.for Brethren 70 dwell rogether in Unity, to 
walk to the Houſe. of God as: Friends, :.and: take ſweet 
. Counſel together. . - - ba: aA » 
. -3.. Their Deliverance was - joyful for the wonderful 
manner of it... They did little mgre than fand' 11, and 
ſze their own:;Salvation;: 10: peaceably, yer.ſo powerfully 
wrought., that they -hardly believed their own Eyes; 
they were in St. Peter's: caſe, and thought they only ſaw 
a Viſion; or .were like unto them, that dream.; but there- 
forg-was' their Mouth filled with: Laughter, . and their 


'Pongue with'ſinging, Pal. 1126. 2; .- yy O 
.- The Difficulties they met with, made .them only 
better reliſh the Mercy ; there were many. open Enemies, 
Sanballat and:Tobia ;and ſome falſe. Friends, even of the 
Nobles . of Judah,::iNeh. 6..17-..that correſponded with 
them, ard hindred their. return :.Bit as a Woman for: 
gets: her Pain, for. the ;Joy of the Birth, ſo did they, to 
ie their Nation -as, it -were brought forth in a day; and 
for-the ſame : reaſon this: Church has occaſion to rejoice, 
-which for a while cried, . iravelling in Birth, and was pain'd 
0. be. delivered, but. at length brought forth a Man-child to 
rule the Nations ;. and # caught up unto God.and his Throw, 
4. e. into Royal Government, Rev. 12. 2. Ts 
But. what have I done ! The Pſalmiſt in the Text ſtands 
-bution the. top of|.P3/zah, as T have brought him to.Mount 
. $702 3 hut the,proſpett of the Promiſed Landis ſo near, that 


. one may.venture a little to antidate his Poſſeſſion, and I with 


-T could do fo with you. but till then,, there. are two 
"Uſes. we are. to-make. of this DoCtrine, Patience” and 
Prager. -- = Bs une 
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1. Since God is ſo careful of his Church , 


| 


_ there is not only great Ground of Zope, ſtrong 


Arguments of Joy; but alſo great Reaſon ro be 
Paticnt. It 1s good therefore that a Man ſhould 


. both hope , and. quietly wait for the Salvation of 
the Lord, Lam.3.26 


We have many General Promiſes, a whole 
Chapter full (7/a. 54.) ro the Gentile Church . 
That no Weapon ſhall proſper that 1s lift up againſt 


" it; No , not, the Gates of Hel , faith our Sa- 


viour; and what is ſaid to all, is faid to every 
part of the Church on the ſame Terms: And 
God's Providence hath hitherto ſo watch'd over 


_ the Reformation , that it ſeems his peculiar Care. 


And tho we and ſome others have by our Sins 
provok'd him for a /ma/ll moment, and in a little 
Wrath to hide his face; yet we doubt not bur 
he will gather us with great Mercies , and great 
ſhall be the Peage of his Children, Ia. 54. And 
many that are $kill'd in Prophetick Language , 
think the Happy Day is not far, . and Provi- 


dence ſeems to. favour the Prognoſtications they 


make : But in ſuch matters, it is Mens duty to 
wait for the Iſſue, and not to run out of Duty 
to accompliſh Prophecies; for God will do his 
own work; and tho he ſometimes ſcryes himſelt 
of the irregular Actions of Men <. to bring his” 
purpoſes about, yet that is no juſtification of 
them. 

 Pz2ah, by a well-meaning Zeal, kepr the Ark 
from falling; but God was angry with him, 


| and ſmote him. The Zeal did not juſtifie the 
irregularity of the At, tho God made uſe of 


i to a_ good effet; but if rhe Effet be good, 
D thy 
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1 may rejoyce in that. Shall we be angry that 
the Ark is preſery'd, and not worſhip betore ir, 
becauſe upheld by 2zzah 2 | Let us patiently wait 
for Deliverance, and accept it, tho it be not 
wrought in the manner ſome Men would have it: 
If the Angel open the Door,(as he did for S. Peter) 


ler us go out, -th6 neither the High Prieſt, nor = 


the Roman Governour ſign the Warrant. 

2. The ſecond Ule we are to make, is Prayer. 
God's Promiſes, do not ſuperſede , but ſuppoſe 
and require this Duty, and the Text is an at 
of Faith and Interceſſion together. 

Ezra and Nehemiah are very inſtant in this 
Office . even when the time was:/et; and Da- 
niel, tho he underſtood by Books rhe-Years of 
the Captivity to be appointed , betakes him with 
earneſtneſs to Prayer, and reckons the omiſſion, 
as one of their great Crimes, Dan.9.13. and God 
(afrer many Promiſes for the reſtoring his People) 
rells them, Ezek.36.37. 7 will yet be enquired of, 
by the Houſe of Irael to do it for them. And 
tho the Prophecies in the Revelations are moſt 
critical in the 7imes, which intimates that they are 
certainly ſet,- tho poſſibly uncertainly underſtood ; 
nay, the Angel ſays in the laſt Chapter, 7he time s 


at hand, and he which 7e/tifies of theſe things ſays, 


Surely , 1 come quickly; yet the Spirit and the 
Bride ſays, Come ; and the Apoſtle concludes all, 
Even fo, Come Lord Jeſus. Nay, the nearer God 


draws to us in fui/i//ing his Words , as Men grow 


more inquiſitive , and are more enlightned , fo 
more-Zealous, and (as a Ship that ſails taſteſt,rhey 
ſay,towards the Shore) ſo more earneſt in Prayer for 
the accompliſhment. And 1 wiſh we had this Argu- 
ment of the approach of Our Deliverance. 

Es "En Object, 
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_ Ohje&. But you will fay, The Set times of De- 
liverance are not diſcovered to us, as to the Jews : 

Shew us ſome Sign , whereon we may ground Our Hope 


and Foy. 4 

nſw. Tho to ſeek after a Sign be no laudable 
Character in the Scriptures of them that do fo, 
yer I ſhall try if I can gratifie , that I may in- 
{tru you in this. 


— Firſt therefore, When the Provocations of your 


Enemies are higher than yours, and your Z/umi- 
lations deeper than theirs: When they 4oa/# and 
rejoyce that they can do miſchief , and cry, Down 
with it, down to the ground ; and we are humbled 
to the Du/# for the Evils we have done, as well as 
{uffer'd ; that's a Criſis of Judgment on their ſide, 
and Mercy on ours. But alas! if all be true that 
Each ſays of Each, God is ill-ſeryed* on both ſides : 
But take theſe apart; When the Luſts of Men 
grow ſo unruly, that neither Laws, nor Promiſes, 
nor Oathscan reſtrain them, and as if it were a 
ſmall thing to weary Men; by diſpenſing with and 
ſuſpending their Laws ; but they muſt weary God, 
not only by ſinning againſt, but rejeting His 
Law. This is one Sign that the Harveſt is ripe 
for the Sickle, if we may believe the P/almiſt, 
It is time for thee, Lord, to lay to thine hand, for Pal119-126. 
they have deſtroyd thy Law. 

Again, When Men are more ſenſibly touch'd 
for the, Publick, than their Private Loſfles, for - 
their Country than their Family , and for Reliziou 
than their Country, 7. e. for God's Honour than 


their own; that's another Sign (given here by the 


Pſalmiſt) why the Set time is come ; for thy Ser- 
vants ' take pleaſure in her Stones , and favour the 
D z Duft 


A Sermon Preached to - 
Duft thereof. The Burnings of their own Houſes 
and Plantations are not near fo ſenſible-to them,as 
the hayock that is made in God's Houſe and Vine. 
yard, which they cannot think of without the 
greateſt Senſe and Sorrow, 

By this you may know, how you are qualified 
for future Deliverances, and how thankſul for the 
paſt. Thanktulnels for Mercies received , is the 
greateſt engagement upon God to give us more: 
Bur, if we be not ſenſible of what we have loſt, 
we cannot be thankful for what we had, and 
then we ſtand here as Profane Mockers . and 
Hy pocrites before God ; and yet if you reflz& on 
- your Deliverance, as you ought, eſpecially on that 
of this Day, even of his fame Day,gas the Pre- 
phet ſpeaks, Ezek, 42. 2. in which the King of 
Babylon ſet himſelf againſt Jeruſalem. You cannot 
but bow your Heads and worſhip the God of 
your Salvation, by whom you eſcaped Death. 
If we conſider the Security th2 Proteſtants were in, 
Charity thinking no evil , it is a wonder they 
were not all deſtroyed, and that any were {natch'd 


_ - outof rhe Fire: For who could expect Evil from 


a People unprovok'd, with whom they had con- 
tracted . Alliances and Friendſhips ; who enjoy'd 
equal benefit of the Laws with the Proteſtants, 
ſhar'd equally in the Legiſlative Power and Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice ; had the Bar fill'd with 
Lawyers of their own Perſwaſion; had (by Conni- 
vence) the tolcration of their Religion and excrcik 
of their Eccleſiaſtal Juriſdiction, and all the Orders 
of their Hierarchy, tho to the ſcandal of the 
Laws againſt them ; that neither "theſe Favours, 
nor the Fear of the juſt Vengeance of this = 
om, 


t 
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dom, if nor of the Almighty, ſhould reſtrain them 
from ſo barbarous a Deſign ? 7antum. Religzo potuit 
ſuadere. Nothing but their Religion was capable 


- to inſpire them to ſuch; Cruelry. The Govern- 


ment could nor believe ir, tho advertiz'd of it by 
King Char/e; the Martyr, March 16. 1640. . half a 


| year before; and: by another Hand , a Fortnight. 


- 


4 


Nay, ſcare could Conneley's Diſtovery be credited 
rhe very Night before the Butchery : And- if 
Goycrament -(that is commonly Jealous ) were 
this ſupine, how ſoundly did the poor Men 
abroad in the Country ſleep, never dreaming of 
ſuch a Danger, till the Stezn was at their Tiffoar, 
or the Flames about their Ears? It muſt make 
your Ears tingle, and your Hearts ake , ſhould 
i call to your Remembrance , what you have 
known, or your Fathers have told you ; how ma- 
ny they butnt , making Hundreds together to 
pals rhrough the Fire to their Moloch, they in the 
mean time crying out, /Zow ſweetly do they fry ? 
{orcing Droves of men and women into Rivers, ons 
rving ſome alive, ripping up Women big with 
C hild. and giving the Infant to the Dogs ;compel- 
ling the Wife to kill the Husband, and the Son the . 
Mother, and then murder the Son ; forcing men to 
Maſs, and then kill them, that they mighr dyc'in 
the true Faith: : and when they were tired; boaſt- 
ing and contending who had obliged the Devil moſt 
in ſending him moit Souls. JU this be Humanity, 
let me live'among the more merciful Beaſts ! If this 
be Religion , let me live among thoſe that have 
one / | : 

I have reaſon to beg pardon for ſo melancholy 
an Entertainment, pouring ſo much Water into the 

| Wine 


A Sermon Preached to 
Wine of your Feſtivity. But I have done it, 
r.' That in Contemplation of what you have e- 
ſcaped, you may be the more thankful. 2. That 
you may the more deteſt that Superſtition that 
approves ſuch Cruelty.For Pope ©rbaz the Eighth, . 
io May 43, ad futuram ret memoriam,and pity it is 
it ſhould be forgotten, ſends them a Plenary Indul- 
_ ecnce,and Remiſhon of all their Sins, on account of 
thoſe their good Services. | 

But they Object , ' Tha? 'tis difingenuous to re- 
proach men for: their fins after Repentance ; and 
they made their Peace with the King, and were af- 
terwhrd good Subjeds. ; 

And I thould ask their pardon, if as they ſhew'd 
their Faith by their Works, they had ſhew'd their 
Repentance, by fruits meet for it. But as to: the 
Peact and - Articles rhey challenge , T. Ir is to be 
| obſery'd it was a forc't and after-game,when they 
had in vain by deputed Commilſſjoners offer'd the 
Proteorſhip of the Kingdom to the Pope, ro the 
French King, King of Spazy, the Duke of Lorrain, 
or any other Popiſh Prince. 

2. They took advantage of the King's ill Af- 
fairs in England, and-were ſo long hefore they 
would. conclude, that inſtead of doing the- King 
Service, it haſten'd his Death; for it was not ſign'd 
till the middle of that Month in the latter end of 
which he was murdered. | 

3 After this, they diſown the King's Authority 
in the Hands he placed it, Excommunicating the 
Lord' Lieutenant, the Lord of Ormond, and all that 
adher'd to him, and attempted to feize him in 
Waterford, Lymerick, and Galway, and deny'd him 
entrance in other places. | 

| And 


the Proteflants of Ireland. 
- And whereas their way of purging, themlelyes 
is by criminating the Proteſtants,kt the difference 
be obſerved between them. _ The Papiſts went m- 
to Rebellion voluntarily, and by neceffity of rheir 
Aﬀairs made Peace twice, and as often broke ' it : 
And by this their Rebellion , forced ſome Prote- 
ſtants to take Arms for Bread, and to recover their 
Eſtates, under a Power, which they themſelves 
_ after own'd as.the Legal Authority, and ſecure San- 
 luary for thetr Lives and Conſciences : And theſe 
yery Proteſtants, as ſoon as they had opportunity, 
in Convention, firſt declared their abhorrence of the 
Murder of the Father , even out-running England 
in that matter, and then declared for the Son, put- 
ting their Lives and Fortunes in the King's hand , 
without any Articles or Conditions : So that upon 
the whole matrer, the caſe ſtands thus ; 7he' 1ri/h 
Papiſts ſaid they would ſerve the King, and did not : 
Some of the Proteſtants ſaid they would not,and did. 
Which of them did the Will of their Father 2 

I am ſenſibls how improper ſuch Diſcourſes 
ſeem in this place ; but when you conſider the 
Latitude theſe Occafions allow, of making a ſtep 
ſometimes our of the Rode of a Preacher, and the 
Truth of what 1 have ſaid, and -the+ Confidence 
wich whidhit is deny d, 1ſhall make no other Ex- 
cule. | 


And what now remains to be' done, but while 


we with thankiul hearts remember the great Mercy 
of paſt Deliverances, we ſeriouſly and fadly- be- 
wail and-repent-of thoſe fins which have brought 
now. the {ceond time the ſame Judgments upon us; 
ſo ſhall our ſegeond Deliverance be greater than 
the former, and we and our Pofterity ſhall ſay 

| as 
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Hy A Sermon, Oc. _ 
Jer.15.14-15- as inthe Prophet Ferem#zh, The days come,zn which 
#t ſhall no- more be ſaid, The Lord liveth that brought 

ng hildren of Wrael out of the Land of Egypr;* 

hat delivered us from rhe Rebellion begun 41 ; 

but the Lord liveth; who bringeth us from all the *: 

Lands,  whither he hath driven us (as when the ſer 3 

time is come) he will bring us again into the Land ”: 

that he gave unto our Fathers. W- 
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